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Synopsis

NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER a ¢ The author of the cherished bestseller On Mystic Lake
returns with a poignant, funny, luminous novel about a mother and daughter--the complex ties that
bind them, the past that separates them, and the healing that comes with forgiveness. Years ago,
Nora Bridge walked out on her marriage and left her daughters behind. She has since become a
famous radio talk-show host and newspaper columnist beloved for her moral advice. Her youngest
daughter, Ruby, is a struggling comedienne who uses her famous mother as fuel for her bitter,
cynical humor. When the tabloids unearth a scandalous secret from Nora’s past, their estrangement
suddenly becomes dramatic: Nora is injured in an accident and a glossy magazine offers Ruby a
fortune to write a tell-all about her mother. Under false pretenses, Ruby returns home to take care of
the woman she hasn’t spoken to for almost a decade. Nora insists they retreat to Summer Island in
the San Juans, to the lovely old house on the water where Ruby grew up, a place filled with
childhood memories of love and joy and belonging. There Ruby is also reunited with her first love
and his brother. Once, the three of them had been best friends, inseparable. Until the summer that
Nora had left and everyone’s hearts had been broken. . .. What began as an expose evolves, as
Ruby writes, into an exploration of her family’s past. Nora is not the woman Ruby has hated all
these years. Witty, wise, and vulnerable, she is desperate to reconcile with her daughter. As the
magazine deadline draws near and Ruby finishes what has begun to seem to her an act of brutal
betrayal, she is forced to grow up and at last to look at her mother--and herself--through the eyes of
a woman. And she must, finally, allow herself to love. Summer Island is a beautiful novel, funny,

tender, sad, and ultimately triumphant.From the Hardcover edition.
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Customer Reviews

Nora Bridge is a radio talk show host that espouses the morals of a nation. People trust and love
her. When pornographic pictures of her are released to the press, her carefully constructed world
comes tumbling down around her and she is faced with the skeletons in her closet that have left her
estranged from the two daughters she has loved from a distance for the past 11 years.The Journey
back is a tumultuous one when Nora finds herself injured in a car accident and her daughter Ruby,
who has nurtured her hatred since the day her mother left them, comes to care for her at the family
home on Summer Island. The memories flood back and secrets are revealed that paint an entirely
different picture of a time that Ruby was so sure of. Suffice it to say, things are not what she
expected.This was a very good book with much more to the story than | have let on here. It is a
tear-jerker and | spent the last few chapters with a box of tissues, so readers beware. | would give
this book 4.5 stars if that option was available to me. Another book by this author that you will

thoroughly enjoy is On Mystic Lake. Kelsana 5/10/01

What appears from the cover to be an easy beach read, this very elegant and well crafted tale turns
into something far, far more important. Not just a tale of a mother-daughter struggle, but a realistic,
almost voyeuristic view into the real world of families and friends and living our lives. A spiritual
odyssey, full of important truths that will make the reader reassess their lives, leave them gasping
and - yes, shedding a tear or too. Lives out of control, bad things happening left and right, and still a
spirit of hope, of reaching out. The author exhibits a maturity that doesn’t match her photograph,
and presents us with a well developed tale with believable, very human, characters in an exquisite

setting.

This is the first book I've read by Kristin Hannah and if she continues to write stories like this, it will

surely not be my last. This was a wonderful story about the realtionship between a mother &



daughter and how recent events in their lives affect their realtionship which has been badly bruised
since the mother walked out on her family 16 years earlier. The writing was beautiful and on every
page, the characters came to life inside my head. As a mother and daughter myself, | easily
identified with both characters as will many other readers. It is a definite MUST-READ for every
mother/daughter out there. | guarantee that you will see yourself as the child in one chapter, then as
the parent in the next. Congratulations on a wonderful book - if the word is spread, this will definitely

be a Best Seller. Hope to see more work like this one from Kristin Hannah in the future

Enjoyable story with characters that are so real. | love every book I've ever read by this author
because she is such a great adjective artist that | feel the surroundings that she describes as well as
the people in the story. This book is about a woman that starts her young life married to a man she
thinks she can help and lets him have the excuse of being a war veteran to explain why he’s
not-quite-the-man he could be. Nora isn’'t the perfect mother that she wanted to be and her one
daughter, Ruby, rubs salt in that wound any chance she gets. This story is so relatable for any
family member because we all have done things while raising our children or to our spouse that
hind-sight would’ve saved a lot of hurt feelings. | certainly think this is a wonderful book to read and |
guaranty will be enjoyed. The setting of Summer Island is so refreshing and peaceful---a great place

for Eric to be as well as Nora and Dean and Ruby; all for their own special needs.

Nora Bridge is a radio talk show host that espouses the morals of a nation. People trust and love
her. When pornographic pictures of her are released to the press, her carefully constructed world
comes tumbling down around her and she is faced with the skeletons in her closet that have left her
estranged from the two daughters she has loved from a distance for the past 11 years.The Journey
back is a tumultuous one when Nora finds herself injured in a car accident and her daughter Ruby,
who has nurtured her hatred since the day her mother left them, comes to care for her at the family
home on Summer Island. The memories flood back and secrets are revealed that paint an entirely
different picture of a time that Ruby was so sure of. Suffice it to say, things are not what she
expected.This was a very good book with much more to the story than | have let on here. Itis a
tear-jerker and | spent the last few chapters with a box of tissues, so readers beware. | would give
this book 4.5 stars if that option was available to me. Another book by this author that you will

thoroughly enjoy is On Mystic Lake. Kelsana 4/26/01

| bought this because of the raves for the author’'s most recent book. So | thought I'd try an earlier



one. It reads like a soap opera, so | don’t know if | will manage to finish it. It's hard to believe that
she could have improved her writing so much between this book and the one that got so many

raves, "Nightingale." Really terrible thus far, about a quarter of the way in.
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